These real McCoy Men in Red won't let the passing of Christmas stop
them from channeling the spirit of St. Nick year-round.
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PHOTOS BY TOMAS OVALLE/THE FRESNO BEE

Santa Gordon Balley wanted to stand out so he some aviator goggles to wear for the group picture of more than 130 Santas on the rear deck of the
Queen Mary during the Amalgamated Order of Bearded Santas Convention luncheon a week ago today in Long Beach.

By Diana Marcum
The Fresno Bee
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SU[I] II] ]t O‘f ONG BEACH — Isn't this a little like leaving your
Christmas lights up until February?
Barry and Lesa Walzberg of Clovis are on the

the Queen Mary in
‘\ late January dressed as Mn.
: and Mrs. Santa Claus. They
aren't the only ones.
Attendees of a luncheon for
the Amalgamated Order of

arriving in droves, costumed

organization o
if you will — of

Clauses. Theirs is not an This Santa's T-shirt bears a message
organization that hires and that made him a real standout.
pimps Santas to malls and
such. They are the freelancers, the entrepreneurs, the mom and
o _ pop of the Mother and Father Christmas trade,
- e : Other than the commonality of genuine facial hair, the 132
of Clovis shares a tender moment with Mrs, Claus Santas at the Long Beach luncheon cover a wide range of styles

during the convention luncheon aboard the Queen Mary. See SANTAS, Page A8
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— Just Uk tha Rlves inpdtwanatons
wha repuresent yosing Klvis and old
Elvis and Eivis if he were Japanose
There are rock W' roll Senta
workshop Santas, furrimmeod-cost
Santss, & vy of Howslanshin
Santaa, and oven & Santy Wouritg
Wirdd Wir I Sncopy Flying Ace
FRpies

They have come 10gether tn
network und share insider tips on
thetr calling — soeh s how Paal
Mitehall Preome and Shine hair
sprny cen make o beard sparkls

Barry Wilzborg spocts a low-ey,
nutarl Banta Jook, dependent
moutly upons his blus ey, heard
(rwal, of coursd) mnd roloappropr-
e painch,

At onldy 48, he has to work ut
Rheoping s hatr whise, and ity
kot o & Willy Lol punk-yullow
snst at the bloached roots

“Tha hut covers that purt up,”
ways Wikibery, who works fior the
Clovis Purks and Recreation
department and wos Santa bt
mansth ot Cluvis’ Christmass parado

Walzhery says chat fur him, baing
Sanca In & full yeur responaiiility

For itstanes, when somecns cuts
him oftan wraffic and he wants 1o
swar. he dowsn’t, beowass what if n
chiild is wutching and notices ho
Inoks ithe Sunta®

Wilie Lesa Waleberg hulps hevp
him mitdfia of his position as an
leon,

“Sometimes in uaffie, Ul e
towch hitm on the elbow snd sy,
Now, Sana o't sct [N that," ~

Frod Salinshy, 87, of Sun City
teils Waltberg ho foels the sanse
yeur-cound standurd. The oo mer
Navy tman doesn's drink or smoks
ar cuss since taking an the Sunta

PO

“You cam be wenring a bagk
shirt, black pawts and black cowboy
hat, and seaze child will still spot
you sa Samta. You're u symbol i
SCmoand Mws Santi devunk and
suking, thelr whede perception of
Christman could be changed and |
dou't Wt o ba responaibie for
that," ho suys,

“Yiru kanow those baamper sUcs
(it sy, "Winit Would Jesus Dot
Pyve thoughd of getting one that
says, “What Womld Sants Dot *

B funcheon s hedd in
Janwinsy 10 help berighten
post-Santascasin dumps —
xn! Docacse lotsd rooammy are
shaper of fseason
Santag Lowed] Hembriehson, 68, of
1h2 S Forsands Villey snd Joo
McRiernan, S, of Fhovnix sit on a
ship’s hech In the sunshine,
o isernting nbout thetr Christ
mas-in over hlues
“T Dt 10 w0 I8 go. T 0 det
down,” sars Hendrichaan, “My
fazaily's all gone, My stater dind
Mtk mesdhs ayn [ do bellwve in the
wirit of Santa, and | enjoy sharing
that with peopla”
MeKlornan, & former school bas
driver and truck drivor, nods In

on reso e« NEWS « sy, sawuany 28,0000
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WHOTOS BY TOMAD OVALLE THe #RESN) BES
Clad in his Supenman costuma, 3ymar-cid Matthaw Lasmir of London is ssiordshad a8t Tie sight of 30mething he rirsly soes back home in in Engiand: Aarva aher Santa waking T cecx of the Quesn Mary

Santas: Being a JOHV icon Is a fu]l—year respon51b111ty

Mutthrw Lerner, 3, wwaring
Superman costams, windks past.
He's not part of nny convention. e
Jut likes his Ssupermsn wult, He
Inois wide-oyd it (he plethorn of
SANLER, DUL W WO T Wawes win g oo
tivelr jelly hedlon

Reuetions 15 puass Santan vary. A
grovp of tosydaty froam Codta Ties
Erin and st plotares

Bust when Matthew Powell, X7, of
Caohimbos, Ohio, sticks his head
It the bultroom for ¥ peak, tis
us wicken in horror and his Jaw
dmps lower than an overloaded
Chy istnms stocking Somo pecgile
have clown phoblas. same pecgile
ot unmarved by 1o many Santas

Fowull ahudders at the myth-do-
sroying potential of such &
muitiplicity of Santss. How woubd »
chid kmow which lup to it oa?

“That'’s # 0’ worst nighonace!™
b myn

he Santas and Mrs, Claases
I navs enme from all over the
Whast for this gut-togethur

Santas Benny Prestun of W,
waring rod sharta, jokues that his
Tegy are whiite beisaiise Do Lives s
the Noorth Pole. Connle Wingoon
Mother Clirtstinas, Grupod o velvet
nnd brocads — siow, “Oh, bt hivm
yous beets to the North Pole? It's
uige there in the sammar” Wingren
1o Promm Ketohiikan, Aluska

The lutyewt Santa contingent s
from Phoente.

This “Santa Crow” includes 17
reat-beetrded Santas, vight dwarfs
al vy Mrs, Clauses. The Sounder,
Pud Ralnes, 58, and beadt dwarf
Gury Wicka, 57, turve beon (risnds
for 25 years. But most of the tims,
they sall each other “Santa™ and
“Soupoy.”

Last yunr when Flicks wis
undergoimg hip roplacement

-

uwatmemwmmammahwsamumnm siargery, Halnee win by his 3336 an

work and swre Insidor 19g on ther caling hed busness cads

# Vialt tresnoRee. com tor 3 gablery of
mOre Samas and suako of thek
Feeingu

agreemvent that being Senta can
Talp werd off Janaliness

“In July. | was in o Hooters
wurchting the youny Isdies, and
sameone recognized me as Santa,”
he save. “Everyote wis, 'Hi,
Santar "

Ray Sargn, the “oaptamn ™ of the
Quaen Mary — u up tha doesn't
sald and e weed a9 A hotel — comes
down frum the hradge o taks o Jook
oL e Satts luncheon

“THix is 8 lrthe unesasl,” he A,
“Just the ward ‘amalgamated’ is
srvonigh B Intrigue s peewon, bt
then you add the roal beards"

Sorge grevts the Santed straam.
g ot the door 10 et thelr group
photo taken,

“Look ut you, thie rasl MeCoy!™
ways the man in = goldscriped
cnptadn’s wsiforns 1o the tmen in
Sunta suits

e was ubous to b milled into the

‘o know those
humper stickers that say,
What Would Jesus Do?
T'ee thought of getting one
that says, What Would
Santa Do?' ™

— Fred Selinsky,
A Santa from Sun City

OPOPATIng Moo

“1 Jooked ut those nicrses kot
s, ‘Ladim, you bettor treat oy stf
right, because Sants ktows." And J
1odd my friend hary, ‘Srauppy, 11 be
walting for you. When you Jook up,
who urs you going o see? Santa" "
Rutnes says

Onstage, a bead] Sastn bs snnocne
g the Pladge of Alegiance. Bantas
get to their feet, placing rod berets,
and et Todaras, ard red fur
trimmed Sants hata over their
hearia

The Amalgumated Teeal Beardm!
Santas, as 8 grocy, are 4 patrianc
Banch

*500et of W ure retived military
Dl you notioe Sante Gunnsy over
there?™ Ruines eka

The Sastas who do not had froms
n military background sre probehily
comnter-ouliare Clauses, sas
“Saxtn Crew" member Igoc Glunn,
A onetime mamber of the S0s Solk
£roup the Now Christy Missireis

“It's =n aphust messago of peace
and Jove. T suapodt o 1ot uf Santus
e e ltippies. We're all that ags
The Vietnam eru” he says

Yzstead of the Summmer of Love,
1% the Winter of Low™

P The toportar can be feached
W Omarcum @ esnctes com
o (550) 441-6375




